
Sample-Studios
Supporting the 
Performing Arts



Mission Statement: 

 

The core philosophy of Sample-Studios is to support professional development for 

contemporary arts practitioners at our premises in the heart of Cork city. The organisation 

provides a competent and consistent facility comprising of over 60 appropriate and 

affordable studio work spaces within a safe, secure, accessible and creative environment. 

We aim to support and promote emerging and established contemporary practitioners alike 

from Cork and beyond while endeavouring to sustain and develop local, regional and 

international initiatives and promoting research and community outreach projects.  

 

As well as housing professional visual artists, Sample-Studios' members comprise of 

cultural practitioners from varying diverse backgrounds such as; theatre, dance, music, 

literature, film, design, traditional crafts, performance and sound art. The facility aims to 

function both as a breeding place for innovative contemporary practice while also acting as 

a viable venue for commercial artists where they can meet prospective curators, buyers 

etc. Through the introduction of our new residency scheme, the organisation also harbours 

a unique potential for incubating and nurturing emerging practitioners wishing to develop 

their careers in an experienced and supportive environment.  

 

Our in-house visual arts and performing arts programmes also aim to provide new formats 

for cultural practitioners to curate exhibitions, performances and other events in the city. We 

aim to contribute to the creative community in Cork with a challenging and exciting 

programme. The artist-led team are interested in creating a dialogue and a process of 

collaboration across different disciplines, areas and specialties and are committed to 

facilitating the development and enjoyment of contemporary arts in the city. 

 
Facility Resource Spaces: 

 

The Workshop: This space measures approximately 250m², is  painted entirely black, has 

full blackout blinds on our three 5m² windows, a small basic lighting rig, a small sprung 

dance floor and three large hung partition doors that open the space onto the foyer.  

This space is primarily used for the Performing Arts Programme 



 

The Amphitheatre: This 51 seater auditorium has been built in the complex amphitheatre 

format across three tiers. Each fixed chair has a pull out table. The room is fitted with an 

LCD video projector and full blackout blinds. It also has 4 spotlights and a podium. 

 

 

 
 

The Gallery: This space measures approximately 170m² and is painted white with a grey 

floor. It has no windows, allowing for more wall space and also enabling the control of light. 

It is fitted with strip lighting. There is an open wall at one end which acts as an entrance and 

a door at the other. This space is primarily used for the Visual Arts Programme. 



 

Sample-Studios Performing Arts Programmer 

 

 The Performing Arts Programmer’s role is to provide a series of performing arts events 

across the year in any of the Sample-Studios facility resource spaces. These may include 

but are not limited to film, music, theatre and dance events. This programme should 

promote the values of the organisation as well as the contemporary performing arts practice 

of both Sample-Studios member artists and local, national and international practitioners 

alike. The focus of the programmer’s work should be on the promotion and creation of work 

to a professional standard in the performing arts industry, at initial, development 

or performance stage. The role of the Performing Arts Programmer also includes the 

management of the ongoing coordination of events, classes, workshops etc. in the Sample-

Studios facility resource spaces for both visiting practitioners and members alike. 

  

Specifically it is the responsibility of the Performing Arts Programmer to: 

  

 Maintain appropriate communication with the events manager and public relations 

officer with regards to ongoing performing arts activities throughout Sample-Studios. 

 To complete a full proposal and budget for each event to be submitted to the board 

of directors for review. 

 To be aware of and actively engage in the contemporary performing arts culture 

both locally and nationally. 

 To promote the performing arts programme both to members and the general 

public, including: 

o Submitting promotional material to the PRO for distribution on the website, 

email, newsletter etc. as well as submitting to social media outlets and local 

media. 

o Liaising with clients to make sure all promotional material is correct and to 

the Sample-Studios branding guidelines. 

o Be a point of contact for visiting directors, curators, choreographers etc. 

 To liaise with technical managers and technical support in regards to any 

programme requirements (e.g. partition walls, AV requirements etc.) and any 

maintenance issues. 

 Oversee the management of any public events along with the help of  

the Performing Arts Programme Support team. 

 Take calls, read and respond to emails relating to the Performing Arts at Sample-

Studios in due time. 

 Take bookings and keep the calendar/diary up to date. 

 Introduction of the spaces to visiting clients. 

 Issue keys, and coordinate rental payment transactions with financial manager. 

 Liaise with clients to ensure the spaces are left in good condition after each use. 

 

 

  



 

Sample-Studios Performing Arts Programme Support Team: 

 

 The program support teams are integral to the effective realisation of Sample-Studios 

public programs of events be they in the visual arts or performing arts. They are active 

participants in the coordination and running of these events. Team members should be 

knowledgeable in their field appropriate to which programmer they will work with. 

Each programmer will provide a systematic organisation plan which will allocate tasks to be 

completed by the programme support team by a certain date. They can also provide input 

into the creation of the programme itself through their expertise; however, 

the programmer will wield the executive decision. The support team will be given the 

opportunity to work with artists and other arts professionals, and gain knowledge of the 

wider arts communities at a national and international level. This is an ideal position for 

someone heading in the direction of arts administration/project management. 

 

Specifically it is the responsibility of the Performing Arts Programmer to: 

 

 Assisting in taking both member and public bookings for each of the various 

Sample-Studios resource spaces eg; The Amphitheatre, The Workshop etc. 

 Working on project promotional materials. 

 Promoting and integrating projects on the website, facebook, twitter etc. 

 Preparation and overseeing any public events. 

 Carrying out general office duties with the programmer, such as assisting in project 

communications; making phone calls, mail out assistance and general 

administration. 

 To support the programmer in technical duties. 

 




